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“Even the smallest person can change the course of the future.” 

-J.R.R. Tolkien 

 

WWCS Historic Day with Groundbreaking 

Ceremonies 

 

  

A historic day, 15 years in the making, for 
Winton Woods City Schools as we literally 
began digging into the future with two 
groundbreaking ceremonies on October 18, 
2018. It was a fall sunny day when local and 
state leaders, industry partners, community 
members, students and staff joined at the 
7-12 and K-6 campus sites to celebrate the 
start of construction for the two new 
facilities. The Winton Woods High School 

marching band and a cappella vocal group gave joint performances, and students from 
each site gave closing speeches thanking the community. Superintendent Anthony G. 
Smith had the community members tell the younger students, “These buildings were 



designed for you.” While the students followed by saying, “These buildings were designed 
for me.” Voters approved a bond issue 
in 2016 to fund these new facilities. 

Forest Park Mayor Charles Johnson 
told attendees the importance of 
remembering what is to come during 
the building process. “There will be 
times when construction will cause 
slow traffic but remember what these 
new beautiful buildings will tell our 
students. We care about you, who you 
are and your future.” Greenhills 
Mayor David Moore also took time to 
share his support for the 21st century 
designed buildings. “This is one of the largest projects ever to occur in the Village,” said 
Moore. “We look forward to this new facility and working with the school district for many 
generations to come.” 

“We celebrate today as another milestone,” said SHP Leading Design Correspondent Jeff 
Parker. “The next time we gather on this site we’ll be cutting a ribbon to celebrate the 
completion of the new campuses. But it will be about more than that, it will be about seeing 
the dream of this community take shape and the opportunities and promise it creates for 
these beautiful children around us. Thank you for allowing SHP to be a part of the process. 
We look forward to seeing it come together.” 

Because the new campuses 
are for our students, in the 
spring of 2017, we gathered 
student representatives from 
grades 5-12 to begin the 
design process for the learning 
communities. Following these 
meetings, staff and community 
members met regularly for 
table discussions at 
educational visionary 
meetings to help the design 
process. 

“What kind of facility for learning do you design and build when the students it will serve 
will need to be prepared for careers that do not yet exist?” said Steve Denny, executive 



director of accountability and business affairs for Winton Woods City Schools. “We believe 
it is this one. We live in exponential times. The world is changing rapidly and information is 
growing without bound. It is estimated that over the next 20 years, 40% of the careers our 
students will be preparing to enter do not exist now.” 

“What kind of facility for 
learning do you design and 
build when the amount of 
information and knowledge in 
the world doubles every 2 1/2 
years? And the digital 
information doubles every 
three hours? We believe it is 
this kind of building. The world 
our students are growing up in 
is indeed a different one than 
the one in which we older, 
more seasoned folks did. It is 

far more interconnected, far more complex and far more unexpected. The school buildings 
that our children need in which to learn and grow must also be different.” 

“I remember when I became 
the Superintendent five years 
ago. John Pennycuff told me, 
Superintendent I want to give 
you a tour of the buildings 
and I want you to tell me 
what you think. My answer to 
his question: was we can do 
better. To everyone in the 
audience, to everyone who 
gave their love, patience, 
care, vote, thank you very 
much for passing the bond 
because now this is the better. And when these buildings come out of the ground you are 
going to be so proud of the hard work that you put in. The dedication, the love, 
care and commitment. Our students are going to be so appreciative of you for many years 
to come for making Winton Woods District future ready.” 

For construction updates, go to wintonwoods.org/construction-update. 

  



Winton Woods Kindergartner Honored for 
Respect 

Winton Woods Primary South 
teacher Emily Perkins says on 
the first day of Kindergarten 
when she met Jana Culbreth 
she knew she was going to 
have the opportunity to teach 
an extraordinary Wee Warrior. 
“When I reflect on what it 
means to be a New Tech 
Warrior, Jana fits the 
description perfectly,” said 
Perkins. “Warriors are team 
players who thrive in the 

community. Jana knows the importance of classroom community and strives every day to 
support me in creating a classroom culture where students both love and respect each 
other. She does this by taking a strong leadership role. She first listens to directions and 
then models and teaches them to her peers. When working with her peers, she is slow to 
explain and offer support. She does not grow frustrated when her peers do not 
understand, instead she is motivated by the opportunity to help her classmates achieve 
their goal. When supporting her friends, Jana is nurturing, empathetic, and treats all 
students with equity. At a young age, she recognizes the power of unity in the classroom 
and makes it her daily mission to support her peers in being successful.” 

Jana was honored at Winton Woods’ October board of education meeting with the Kiwanis 
Character is Key award for respect. She was then greeted by her teacher Mrs. Perkins with 
flowers along with an audience of smiles. “With this growth mindset and passion about 
community, Jana is well deserving of recognition for being a respectful New Tech Warrior,” 
said Perkins. “Jana, thank you for bringing to life a definition of the warrior way. You are 
proudly the future of our district.” 

  

  

Winton Woods High School Senior is Kiwanis 
Student of the Month 



Vincent de Paul Nguemezi 
Kamgang arrived with his 
family to the United States less 
than two years ago knowing no 
English at all. Currently, he is 
fluent in both writing and 
speaking. His hard incredible 
ethic and willingness to help 
others in and out of the 
classroom are reasons why 
Winton Woods High School 
Counselor Brad Tash 
recommended Kamgang for 

the district’s October Kiwanis Student of the Month Award. 

“Vincent’s work ethic is beyond compare, spending every spare moment on his studies,” 
said Tash. “He even utilizes a tutor outside of school to ensure he will be ready to pass the 
tests required for graduation. This past summer, Vincent attended a program at Miami 
University’s Middletown Campus that assists students who have English as a second 
language to become college-ready. On top of earning mostly A’s here at school, Vincent 
also plays on the school soccer team and has a job where he made enough money to buy 
himself a car.” 

“Aside from being a great student, Vincent is also a great person. We have many French-
African students who come to our school not knowing any English. Vincent is more than 
willing to take these students under his wing and help them get acclimated to Winton 
Woods City Schools. We have found him to be invaluable in that regard since there are not 
very many French-speaking staff members.” 

“Vincent is the perfect example of how effort and determination can help a person become 
successful. He is a fine role model for our younger students in demonstrating the qualities 
we want to see in all of our Warriors. I cannot wait to see what the next chapter holds for 
him.” 

  

  

WWHS Students Accepted into Prestigious 
Medical Program 

 

Three Winton Woods High School students are on their way to experiencing everything 
medical through Mercy Health’s highly competitive Medical Explorers Program at Mercy 



Health Fairfield Hospital. There were over 150 interested students from various school 
districts, 32 students were selected region-wide, 3 students from Winton Woods made the 
final cut and they are: junior Brianna Ball and seniors Jada Ray and Lily Smith. The average 
GPA for the group of colleagues was 4.25. During this incredible program, that supports 
students interested in pursuing a career in the medical field, students from 12 high schools 
will meet once or twice a month. Each session will include a physician guest speaker, tour, 
and hands-on experience with healthcare professionals. 

  

Winton Woods Elementary Crowns Spelling 

Bee Winner 
James Wooten out-spelled his 
competitors through seven rounds to 
become this year’s spelling bee champion 
at Winton Woods Elementary School. 
“The winning word was ‘supposedly,’” said 
Candy James, WWES bee coordinator. 
“His championship word was 
‘brainstorm.’” The spelling bee took place 
on October 19. James is now eligible to 
take an online test to qualify for the 
Scripps regional spelling bee, good luck 
James we know you will go far. 

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

WWCS Offers New College Course at High 
School 

 



For the first time, Winton Woods City Schools is offering a new College Credit Plus (CCP) 
course at the high school. Students participating in the new pre-calculus class can take 
both high school and college courses at the same location. 
 
“We are so glad we can offer this new course at the high school for our students,” said 
Winton Woods High School Guidance Counselor Christina Jeranek. “Instead of having to 
travel to a nearby university or college, students can focus less on transportation and more 
on their academic studies.” The pre-calculus course was selected based on teachers and 
student interest. A survey was emailed to all eligible applicants where they ranked classes 
from one to three.  
 
According to Ohio’s Higher Education website, the purpose of the program is to promote 
rigorous educational pursuits and to provide a wider variety of options to high school 
students.   
For more information about CCP at the high school, contact Christina Jeranek at 
Jeranek.christina@wintonwoods.org. 
 

 

 

Check out the latest edition of the Warrior Supercast 
featuring WWCS Executive Director of Business Affairs Steve 
Denny and Community Member/ Former WWCS Board 
Member and President John Pennycuff. Listen in as they 
speak about construction updates of our two new 
campuses. http://ow.ly/aHiE30lZ7UZ 

 

To listen to more podcasts, go 
to http://www.wintonwoods.org/warrior-supercast. 

 

 

 

http://ow.ly/aHiE30lZ7UZ
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.wintonwoods.org%2Fwarrior-supercast&h=AT12yJPBu1p9kf-S98KCIRo859EmLtieRgSRU3YTjYdoNttiVmrEwInZUxuH95b6PrOApTfd4IXy7iOh4iMXTOajthMpnksgxO8GNT9PAiiPrmLVBzWwLcXP0f7h3j4B_rWdIBreb3dFtKsGt6bVe2ccznWTIojlRr063g62Cc0THIvF_NvKkcCJdHBMs8PeZ_0W1_NgGL9Vq3ux8-PfIHeP-ltMYlaaeB6nEwJsCNpSh4frjqcXmh0BqDLnP7OUYVqCsRCDLJrLc37Q3Nn2tTHCCuI5P05we3jdcm8zL28Eubo6MPuaMQ6WlGudShKLoCZPT2haeamVc44tt2Cyaba5UrEDeI_pJV9-xvhuG_UpgghqathDI-BmKPGIxYpVPE1el8ZiBjmaXMmAm_SBDzgupR7zvFI


Winton Woods City Schools is committed to 
communicating with and engaging our families 
and stakeholders throughout the process of creating 
new facilities—and new opportunities—for our 
students. 

For information on construction updates, go 
to www.wintonwoods.org/construction-update. 

For additional articles, visit our website 

www.wintonwoods.org/news. 

 

 

Envision Children's Power Saturday STEM Camp is November 

17 from 8:30 a.m. to 2:15 p.m. at Northern Kentucky 

University. The program is $45 per student with an available 

scholarship discount of $15. This event is open to all students 

in Grades 4 through 8. Please find the informational event 

flyer attached. If you have questions, please contact Jeff 

Jordan at jeff.jordan@envisionchildren.org. 

http://ow.ly/D39o30lZRKa 

 

 

 

Winton Woods District Offers Free MVP Card 

to Residents Over 55 

Residents of Winton Woods City Schools age 55 and over are invited to pick up an MVP (Mature 

Valued Patron) card at the district’s Central Office. The card is good for free admission to most 

athletic events (excluding tournaments), concerts, plays and musicals—subject to availability. 

Those who already have an MVP card are not required to get a new one. 

Winton Woods City Schools is proud to provide an opportunity for our extended families and 

community members to learn what’s going on in our district by inviting them into our buildings, 

onto our athletic fields and into our Warrior family. These kinds of events help our community get 

to know our students and see the wide variety of scholastic, athletic and fine arts opportunities 

these students are excelling in. 

http://www.wintonwoods.org/news
mailto:jeff.jordan@envisionchildren.org
http://ow.ly/D39o30lZRKa


If you are a Winton Woods resident age 55 and older who does not already have an MVP card, the 

cards are available at the district’s Central Office, located at 825 Waycross Road suite A behind 

Winton Woods Intermediate School in Forest Park. For more information, please call (513) 619-

2301.    

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

DATE TIME LOCATION EVENT 

11/6 6:30am-7:30pm   Election Day 

11/9 7:00pm Hamilton HS Varsity Football Playoff Game 

11/16     Midterm 

11/19 6:30-7:30pm WWIS PTA Community Meeting 

11/21     No Students/Conference Exchange Day 

11/22-

23 
    No Students/Thanksgiving Break 

11/26 6:30pm HS Media Center Board of Education Regular Meeting 

 

 

Winton Woods Today is a weekly (during the school year) email newsletter that reflects the 

district’s emphasis on global education and project-based learning, as well as staff and 

student accomplishments. If you would like to subscribe to the Winton Woods Today email 

newsletter, please email Drew Jackson at jackson.drew@wintonwoods.org 

 

 

Go Warriors! #NewTechWarriors 
 

mailto:jackson.drew@wintonwoods.org
mailto:jackson.drew@wintonwoods.org

